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quality of our reading as high as formerly ? Is it true that all 0Ur 
higher education has been vastly improved by modern text-books, modern 
methods, and by the principle of competitive examinations, which test the 
acquirements of every student ? Is it true that higher knowledge and 
higher culture are more easily obtained and therefore more widespread 
than they were in bygone generations ? ” What has the legislation of the 
last 20 years done to fit our workers to meet the great and growing ccm 
petition of foreign countries in agriculture or in manufacture ? In all these 
points we have failed, and as a cause of our failure, the writer mentions 
first the competitive examination system, but says that its evils have been 
so frequently and conclusively exposed that it is waste of time to exhibit 
them again. The fault of our higher grade education he considers to be 
that in the earlier stages it is not thorough enough, and the curriculum is 
too wide, whereas in our universities it is too specialised. In our prima 
schools the fault appears to lie in the idea that the object of education 
is to raise our poorer population ; in the belief that instead of raising men 
in their walk in life to make them more efficient, education will raise them 
outoi one walk into another for which they have probably no aptitude 
Mr. Andrew Murphy, in the Westminster, brings a similar indictment 
against the system of Intermediate Education in Ireland. It has now he 
says, had 20 years to prove itself and has lamentably failed The com 
petitive examinations on which it depended encouraged the cramming of 
a few clever pupils to the comparative neglect of those-and they are much 
the larger number-who do not, or cannot compete ; they prove a most 
inadequate and misleading test of the efficiency of the schools and ire a 
triumph of ingenious wastefulness of public money 

Gibtod t ln , th ' are by M. Porritt, Vernon 

duri„ g the last 60 years). 

hZ ^eVipo'ntachers" “t o'" 1 German '“Latin and Greek.Thich 

are more “ useful.” The w * t ^ ^ P arents who think that the former 

basis of true education, and areon^^ 1 " 3 ^ Latin and Greek form the 
equipment, and that those who are brought °! a student ’ s intellectual 
so popular, not only lose rh» t r . ■ , ^ 0t U P ln tke “ modern side,” now 

but gain nothing in return, as Fren^f ' ^ classical languages afford, 

taught in schools. ’ 1 ana German cannot be adequately 

Of the articles on the p-reaf r, 

Board Election, the best ’° n ° f the da y> the London School 

Nineteenth Century, which cur, ° me tllat d y Sir Joshua Fitch in the 
arguments, the compromise of o° rtS . tern P erate ^y an d with well-reasoned 

and will be approved by most n ^°\ ^ lnatter °f religious teaching, 

- - y bt Pe ° ple i Hon. Lyulph Stanley, in the 


Contemporary, a l so attacks'th/ 
more partisan spirit. 

for October, 


xtreme High Church proposals, but in a 


sa > ln g that the establishment"^^ m rowoin &> concludes an article by 


mstitutiou 5 a t our Newnham,' ’cirton and" shnVar 

anv ml 10 " ° f Women - and that it * decided gain for the higher 

not re ' er manner - But these eolith " 0t ^ aVe 13660 assisted so much in 
Present the best form in whi -iff!’ W , h ‘ le doin S a missionary work, do 

cmale education can be given. This 
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can only be attained by a system of education confined to women alone. 
Even this moderate result has not been attained without some loss to the 
higher education of men,— a loss which may be endured so long as it is 
confined to us present dimensions, but which would become intolerable if 
allowed to assume larger proportions.” 

In the same review, Professor Lombroso discusses again the question 
so long and hotly debated between the followers of Spencer on the one 
hand and of Darwin and Weissmann on the other, “ whether acquired 
characteristics can be hereditarily transmitted,” taking the affirmative 
side. 

hovemlcr i $ th , 1897. PATER JUNIOR. 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Edited by Miss Frances Blogg, Sec., 28, Victoria Street, S.W. 

To whom all Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reports 0/ all 
matters of interest connected with their branches, also 30 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. 

NEW BRANCHES. 


The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places : — 

Bradford. 

Manchester. 

Darlington. 

Colchester.— Hon. Sec., pro tern., Mrs. Powell, Gt. Bentley Vicarage. 
Nottingham. 

Blackheath. 

Croydon. 

Streatham. 

Beckenham. 

Carlisle. 

Forest Hill and Norwood. 

Enfield. 

Dover. 

Brussels. 

Oxford. 

Truro. 

Exeter. 

Taunton. 

Leamington. 

Leicester. 

Tunbridge Wells. 

Bournemouth. 

Dublin. 

Cardiff. 

Readers'of the Parents’ Review living in the.e dis.ric.L or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss ogg. 

The Library Committee beg to acknowledge gift of the following book, 
by their an, hit, Dr. George Keith =-“A Pica for a Stmpler Ltfe, 
il Fads of an Old Physician. 
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Belgravia. — A lecture will be given on December 15th at 36, Roland 
Gardens South Kensington (by kind permission of Mrs. Elliot) by M. E 
Sadler Esq., on “The Struggle Between the Classical and Modern 
Curricula in Secondary Schools.” Lecture at 5 p.m. ; tea and coffee, 4.30 
Classes are being held in Singing (Tonic Sol-fa), French (Gouin method) 
Dancing, St. John’s Ambulance; “Studies in Robert Browning,” by 
Professor Shuttleworth. Arrangements will be made for providing football 
for boys during the Christmas holidays, if a sufficient number send in their 
name£. All particulars as to the work of the branch, classes, lectures, etc. 
are to be had from the Hon. Sec., Mrs. Cockburn, 39, Elvaston Place, S. VV.’ 
Hyde Bark and Bayswater. Hon. Sec. : Mrs. Franklin) 9, p em ’ 
bridge Gardens, W. (at home Thursday mornings).— On October 25th, 
at 86. Westbourne Terrace (by kind permission of Mrs. Hall), Canon the 
Hon. E. Lyttleton gave a most inspiring and interesting lecture, entitled, 
“Some Problems in Mind and Morals.” He dwelt on such questions as 
the early formation of habits, the training of children in the management 
of money, and in independence generally. He touched upon the question 
of food, and considered with many doctors that adults were over-indulgent 
in that matter. He also touched upon the best way in which difficult 
subjects should be approached, and the importance of doing this. In 
pleading for greater consistency between theory and practice with regard 
to religious and moral teaching, he emphasized the fact that in this want 
of consistency might be found the cause of the break-down of religious 
belief in our sons. Dr. Schofield was in the chair, and the very large 
audience of members listened to Canon Lyttleton’s words with the 
greatest attention, and afterwards expressed their warmest feeling of 
gratitude for his kindness in addressing them. — November 25th, Mrs 
Clement Parsons was announced to speak on “ Childhood and Romance.’* 
December 7th, Dr. Schorstein will lecture on “ The Signs of Over- 
piessure, at five o clock, at 98, Harley Street (by kind permission of 
Mrs. Fletcher) ; Mrs. Symes Thompson in the chair. Tea and coffee, 4.30. 
St. John s Wood.— T he first meeting of this branch was held on 
\r° Y W ^ en a most interesting paper was read by 

P : P /r ipal 0f Maria Gre y College, on “The Sphere of 

° 1Ce an ^ es P°nsibility . Ihere was a fairly good attendance 
Finch 1SCUbSIon flowed the reading of Miss Woods’ paper, 
when Mrs K <;• ^ i ^ meet * n £ e session was held on October 4th, 
the edfclf f g - ° f Harr ° W ’ read a P a P er on “The relation of 

Mason addres C } 0VfaTAs the nursery.” On November 2nd, Miss 
There was a D r ^ V 100 * 1 on ‘‘ Letting alone, as a part of education.” 
lecture have he^ v" a PP r eciative audience, and the results of the 
■n the work of the Unmn' ’tiTT^ . inspiration and extended interest 
meetings between Deremh a ^° mmittee have arranged for five other 

a selection of Lok K ^ A “ adin * cirde iS bei "* Started ’ 

Library. aving been made from the P.N.E.U. Lending 

Wimbledon On ^ i 

Whitmore’s drawinc * ° 26th ’ a meetin ? was held in Mrs. Wolryche 

branch on “ Lett! 8 ' 7 ° m l ° hear Miss Mason, who addressed the 
F. S. Colman M A » uu" PaU ° f child ren’s education.” The Rev. 

> °o t e chair, and in the course of his introductory 
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remarks expressed his gratitude to Miss Mason for the assistance her 
books nad given him in his work of education. The meeting was well 
attended, and M ter the very interesting p ape r several new members 
joined the branch. The Botany Class for Adults, under Mr. E. Cooke, 
continues its weekly meetings. 

Richmond and Kew.— T he opening meeting of this branch was held 
on October 27th (by kind permission of Miss Johnson) at the High School, 
Richmond, Miss Mason gave an address on “Disposition and 
Character.” November 17th, Mdlle Duriaux gave a Demonstration of 
the Gouin method, at 8 p.m., at Lindores, Branstone Road, Kew (by 
the kind permission of Mrs. Banks). A science lecture has been arranged 
for January 12th, to be given by Miss Simpson (of the Yorkshire Training 
College) to the children of members, at 4 p.m., at the High School, 
Richmond 

HARROW.— On November 1st, a meeting was held at the Victoria' Hall, 
at 4 p.m., at which Miss Mason spoke on the “Letting Alone” system 
with respect to children at home. In the course of an exceedingly 
interesting lecture she said that she thought that children are just a little 
too much to the front nowadays, and that we sacrifice the children’s 
virtues for the sake of developing our own — a suggestion behind which 
lie the deep waters of a seldom-thought-upon truth. She went on to 
remark that the “wistful mothers” of the present day are a little apt 
to wear on the children’s nerves. The lecture throughout was listened 
to with quiet, thoughtful attention by a meeting which, if it left much 
to be desired in the matter of numbers, certainly left nothing to be wished 
for in that of the evident interest of the few. One very good and practical 
result of the lecture was that it promptly secured new members. A 
lecture was also given on November 30th, by Dr. Shuttleworth, on 
“Exceptional Children,” and there will be another later on by Dr. 
Helen Webb, on “ Neurotic Children.” All communications for informa- 
tion about the branch should be addressed to Mrs. Edward Sievekirg, 
4, Lyon Road, Harrow (Hon. Sec.), who will also be glad to receive the 
names of intending members. Subscriptions, which are now due, may 
be sent to Mrs. Barrett, 4, Shepecote Road (Hon. Treasurer). 

Woodford and Wanstead — Mademoiselle Duriaux gave a lecture 
at Mrs. Adolph Marno’s house on October 29th, on “ I he teaching of 
French,” and delighted her hearers by her charming address, there was 
a good and highly appreciative audience. 

Ealing — O n Wednesday, December 15th, at 3.30 pm., Mr. laylor 
will give an address on “ Instincts of Childhood,” at the Princess Helena 
College, Ealing. 

Brighton.— On October 26th, a meeting was held at Abinger House, 
by kind permission of Lady Louise Loder, when Miss Soulsby ga\e a most 
delightful address on “ The Education of Girls of Leisure.” The lecture 
was highly appreciated, and felt by everyone to be one of the best 
delivered to the Brighton Branch. The meeting was not large ) atten e , 
but this was due to the fact that it was held a fortnight earlier than usual 

and manv members and friends had not returned to Brighton. 
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\Tnhiral History Club. An excursion for the observation 
READING.— • hbourhood of Wellington College, took place on 
of the fungi m tn beauty Qf the autumn foliage, and the bright 

Saturday, Octob — ^ ^ fung . f were much appreciated by the thirty- 
hues and strar During a halt in the woods, an address was 

five members o f ^ Tufna.il, which was very suggestive and 

^Vpnl-The Nature Letter for September and October is still in 
stimulating. d Novem ber 6th, the second annual exhibition of 

^ ’X.U»£ made by n, ambers of ,he Club, was held a, 
mX „ House, from e.jo p.m. to 5.J0 p.m , by kind permission of Miss 
Lacy, .ho also kindly entertained the visitors to tea There was a very 
larire attendance of members of the Branch and their friends. The 
exhibits numbered 51, and included pressed flowers, leaves, seed-vessels, 
drawings, paintings, grasses, Nature Note-books, shells, birds eggs and 
nests, butterflies, moths, &c. There were 44 exhibitors, 17 of whom were 
under 10 years of age, and 19 of whom also sent exhibits last year. Most 
of the collections were entirely the work of the year 1897 ; no collections 
that were shown last year were exhibited again this time, unless consider- 
able additions had been made during the year ; only five such collections 
were sent in. The exhibits, especially the botanical ones, were a distinct 
advance upon those of last year, both in orderly arrangement and in the 
thought they displayed, many being made with the object of illustrating 
some special point. The number of Nature Note-books has increased ; of 
those sent in several showed very accurate observation and good powers of 
drawing what had been observed. During the afternoon, Mrs. Franklin, 
who had kindly come down from London for the purpose, gave a most 
interesting, practical and suggestive address to the children, in which she 
pointed out what should and what should not be the aim of a collector, 
and made many suggestions for those desiring to start fresh collections. 
A hearty vote of thanks was given to Mrs. Franklin by Mr. T. H. Penson, 
seconded by Miss Hart Davis, who at the same time announced the 
resignation of the Secretary of the Club, owing to removal from Reading. — 
C. E. Strachan, Hon. Sec. 

Hastings and Sr. Leonards. — The next meeting will be held in 
February. 

Leeds — The annual meeting of the Leeds Branch was held on Monday, 
October 21st. Owing to the unavoidable absence of Mrs. Gibson, Mrs. 

obert Eddison presided. Mrs. Arthur Smithells read a report of the 
past year s work. It stated that the number of members of the Branch 
was fifty-nine, that a lending library had been established, and that during 
e past year a Natural History Club for children had been conducted by 
^ report was adopted. Mrs. Brunton proposed a 
vear Thi ^ 16 retir ' n £ officers and appointing those for the coming 

for the UnioJ Ymg bCen PaSSed ’ Mrs - Franklin. Hon Organising Secretary 
*" » da «-. pointing „«, How the Society could help Us 
Now there were ^ “ S,art, d about twelve years ago at Bradford. 

Sxr °" y bra0Ches parts. The real object 

endeavours was to enable parents to acquire that knowledge as 


l°Jr he _: trai " ing of ch ddren which. 

Mrs. Franklin was thanked for her address 


professional teachers. Mr= a few years a £°> was only knOWn l ° 
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•BIRKENHEAD. On October 14th, the opening meeting of this session 
was held. Mrs. Steinthal addressed a small but appreciative audience on 
“ What Parents gain through the Parents’ National Educational Union,” 
and three new members were added to the list. — On Saturday, October 
23rd, Miss Simpson gave a delightful lecture to children on ‘‘The Life 
Story of a Butterfly.” Over 100 were present and all followed the 
lecturer with the closest attention. 


Scarborough. On October 20th, the annual meeting was held at 
5. Monpellier Terrace (by kind permission of Dr. and Mrs. Godfrey), when 
Mrs. Franklin gave a most exhaustive and delightful address on the 
advantages of the Parents’ Union to its members. The chair was taken 
by the Rt. Rev. The Lord Bishop of Hull. The address was most valuable 
because it set forth the main lines and principles of our work, shewing to 
new members why we exist. After the address it was decided:— (*) To 
form a Reading Circle ; (2) To arrange for an address to children’s 

nurses; (3) To prepare a programme for the winter for the Children’s 
Natural History Club. Details of these objects are now being prepared. 
Six new members have been enrolled since the annual meeting. — November 
4th and 5th Mrs. Steinthal gave two charming demonstrations on clay 
modelling. In the first lecture thirty pupils worked with her. In the 
second the artist modelled a head from life, and in one hour achieved a 
most life-like portrait. Between sixty and seventy members and friends 
were present and had great enjoyment. 

EASTBOURNE. — The winter session opened with an address by Dr. 
Shuttleworth, entitled “Exceptional Children,” on the 21st October at 
St. Ann’s Vicarage, by the kind invitation of Mrs. Jay. The Rev. W. P. 
Jay presided and there was a good attendance. Ihe first of the informal 
readings, which will be continued intermediately with the monthly lectures, 
took place at The Dale on Tuesday, 2nd November. Six members 
were present. “On Children,” by Thorold, was read, and several 
points were discussed with interest. The date and place of the next 
reading will be announced at each lecture preceding— A lecture was given 
on Monday, 22nd November, at Priorleigh, Denton Road (by kind in- 
vitation of Mrs. Parks), at 3.30. on “ Boys by Mrs - Miall.^ Ihe nex 
meeting will be on December 6th at 330, ‘‘Girls Athletics, by Miss 
Lawrence (by the kind invitation of Mrs. Nichols), at 1, Ha ^rdwick -.Rori. 

Sheffield. — The first meeting of the winter session 1897-9* was : hdd 
on October i 9 th at the Girls’ High School, when Mrs^ Franklin, one of the 
Hon. Organising Secretaries, very kindly gave an addre Frank J n 

Parents’ National Educational Union helps its mem • - • 

spoke of the formation of the Union some 
interesting account of the various 

-Parents' Review School, the Motbes ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

“ House of Education, etc P p . sh effield, t he Rev. Alfred 

Franklin for so kindly coming 0 S P ‘ , size d three of the principles 

Pearson, Vicar of St. Mark’s, specially emphaa xed^three o ^p^ ^ 

and objects of the Union, viz., the the home and school training, 

to secure unity of education by ^ _ The 

and the stress it lays on the tor 
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7 T^Thave already been arranged :-December 2nd, Mrs. 

following meet g g Mrs . Woodhouse on “The Physical 

W Tg rlf n S«o„da?y Schools”; March, Miss Simpson, of 
Tramme of & ^ , . Se< , ds , nd Seedlings.” It is also hoped that 

Si will kindly address the members during the session. 

DF^V -A meeting for the children of members was held at 5 6, 
Friar Gate by the kindness of Mrs. Arnold Bemrose, on October 22nd. 
Af er tea ’ Mr Arnold Bemrose gave the children a talk about -the 
limestone, toadstone, etc., which they had seen during the excursion to 
Cromford last month. He explained the nature of the rocks by experi- 
ments and microscope. The children then produced the specimens they 
had collected, which were named and labelled for them. The children, 
of whom there were about a score, showed the greatest interest and 
intelligence. 

Karnworth. — A lecture was given in the Memorial Hall, on Monday, 
November 8th, by Miss Taylor, of Southport, entitled “A New Way of 
Teaching History.” The lecture was illustrated by lantern slides of the 
Bayeux Tapestry. These slides are unique, being specially prepared for 
Miss Taylor, and the Branch feels that it has been an exceptional 
advantage to secure her this session. There was a good attendance, 
and the lecture was greatly enjoyed, the lantern being most efficiently 
worked by Mr. Midgeley, of Bolton. The next lecture will be by Dr. 
Kershaw, of Farnworth, on “ Hygiene,” Monday, December 13th. 

Chichester. — The inaugural meet : ng of this branch was held at The 
Palace (by kind permission of Mrs. Wilberforce) on Friday afternoon, 
October 29th. Miss Mason addressed a large and sympathetic audience 
on the general principles and aims of the P.N.E.U., and Miss Blogg 
spoke on the practical working of a Branch, and on the various agencies 
of the Union. J he Bishop of Chichester kindly presided. Several 
members joined at the conclusion of the meeting, and at the preliminary 
committee, held after the meeting, plans for work, etc., were discussed. 
Mrs. Wilberforce has kindly consented to become President of the Branch. 

Edinburgh.— The opening address was delivered by Professor Kirk- 
Patrick, on November 19th, subject, “Aims of Secondary Education.” 
n ecem 10th. John Adams, Esq., will read a paper, entitled. “ Mind 
„ P f : C !° uston ’ s subject on January 18th will be “ What the 
mdhastodomGhddhood Besides Getting Educated.” On Feb. 15th 
T)r. Marshall will read a paper on “Naughty Boys.” Dr. Rogerson’s 

Thomson’s “ Thti’ “ f ducation and School”; and Mr. J. Arthur 

for children will be foL^should a SI6yd and 0ther cl * hSeS 

sent in before December 1st TF 8U ® cient number of names have been 

meetings for children ; subjects-Hfet h ° Hday exCurS '° nS 

Glasgow.— The following 1 ' „ Hlst ® ry and Natural History. 

1897.98 :-Nov. 1 8th, Professor V S haVC , beCn arran ^ ed for the SeSS '° n 
Teacher”; December , n lectured on “Experience as 

17th, Dr. Robert lardin ' 3 ’ ° L H ’ Bryce > on “Growth” ; February 
Mr. A Somervilfe F L%° n " J he Poetics of Infancy”; March 14 th - 
Nature.” Programme u * T* “ Educat >onal Hints from the Study of 
issued before each meeting VC bCen S6nt t0 members > and notices will be 




AUNT MAI’S BUDGET. 

By Mrs. Francis F. Steinthal. 

My dear Children, — I must first of all wish you a very 
Happy New Year. The happiness depends on yourselves, 
does it not r If you make good resolutions that you will 
be very obedient, very orderly, and that you will help every- 
body younger and weaker than yourselves, then the year 
1897 will be a very happy one, and mother and father will 
be very pleased with their boys and girls. 

We now begin all our new work, and I hope that many 
new nieces will join our extensive family. Many children 
have learned to love sewing while making the clothes for 
the wax and the live dolls. 

I should like suggestions to be sent to me this month of 
new competitions you would like to work for. Aunts have 
so much thinking to do, that sometimes they feel that they 
can invent nothing more, and then they are delighted if 
young brains set to work and help them, and the old ladies 
begin to feel quite young and fresh again. 

Your loving 

Auntie Mai. 


Competitions. 

All competitions are open to the children of readers of the 
Parents' Review. Stamps must be sent for return postage, 
Each article must have a label on it, with child s name, 
address and age clearly marked on it. As through unforeseen 
circumstances the patterns for doll-baby clothes wil no 
published in time, “My Dollie’s Wardrobe will be taken 
again [see advt). By making a garment < \ ery mo ” ’ 

26 inches long, will be completely dressed next Christmas. 
The patterns are good, and very easy |ojt rom. ^ ^ ^ 
Rule /. — An entrance fee of is. entitles 


( 1 ) 



